
 
Socialism:  Front and Center for the 2020 Election 

 
President Trump kicked off his 2020 reelection bid last month and his speech gave us insight 
into the issues we can expect to see going forward.  Without a doubt, for the first time in 
American history, socialism will be front and center as never before.  
 
We’ve all seen photos of the RESULTS of socialism - inflation, poverty, no food, no electricity, 
long lines, no gasoline, property confiscation, etc. – and have used those examples of why 
socialism fails.  But what, exactly, is it that CAUSES socialism to fail? Mismanagement, as 
Bernie Sanders claims, and that it can be done better?  He uses Sweden and other countries 
as examples.  (Watch the videos about Socialism on the RWOP website under Education, for 
more information.) 
 
As an avid researcher, I’m always looking for explanations about information on the “why” 
something happens, especially when it comes to our founding.  Were our founders right about 
“the nature of man” or, as the socialists claim, through improvements to technology and 
medicine, society will do a better job of governing?  They claim that the founders were right, for 
the time they lived in, but their principles don’t work now and that government needs to evolve 
in order to meet the needs of a new, complex modern society. 
 
There’s a study from UC Berkeley that hasn’t gotten much attention.  It’s called The Power 
Paradox:  How We Gain and Lose Influence by Dacher Keltner, a psychologist in the 
Psychology department.  Here's what the study found:  The more power and influence 
someone has, it leads to empathy deficits and diminished moral sentiments, self-serving 
impulsivity, incivility, disrespect, and narratives of exceptionalism.   He dedicates a whole 
chapter to the Abuses of Power in which he begins by quoting Lord Acton, “Power tends to 
corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely”. 
 
Our brilliant founders, who studied every government since the beginning of time, knew that 
the nature of man includes ambition and self-interest to the detriment of others.   This study is 
significant because our government was structured into three branches in order to mitigate the 
affects of power and for one to act as a check on the others.  
 
“Ambition must be made to counteract ambition... It may be a reflection on human nature, that 
such devices should be necessary to control the abuses of government. What is government 
itself but the greatest of all reflections of human nature?”  - James Madison, Feb. 8, 1788 
(Federalist No. 51) 
 
The reason Socialism fails is because, when the ambitious are given total, unmitigated power, 
they can’t resist the temptation to use it for their own benefit, often to the detriment of the 
people they serve, and this is the CAUSE of its failure. 
 
It looks like our very wise founders were right after all. 
 
(Note: To learn more about the Constitution, our founders and how it applies today, be sure to 
sign up for Constitution 101.) 
 
 
 
 


